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After my studies at the Juilliard School in New York, I had the
chance to go to Paris where I won a prize in an International
Piano Competition. The City of Lights was so alluring that I
ended up spending the nineties there as an artist performing
mostly in Europe. I lived in Paris (my “Hemingway period”!)
in the Latin Quarter and in 1992 I was performing on a very
nice piano series just outside of the city, which featured some
big names. There was a nice audience and the concert went
well with Beethoven Sonata opus 109, Schumann’s Carnaval
and the Liszt Sonata. After the concert, a tall man in stature
with overflowing 19th century sideburns and who faintly resembled César Franck came bursting into my dressing room.
His voice boomed and he introduced himself to me as the
composer Yves Ramette telling me that I was the ideal interpreter for his music. I was flattered and thanked him but told
him that I did not know his work. The next day a huge stack
of music in manuscript was delivered to my apartment and I
discovered over the next many years the kaleidoscopic world
of Yves Ramette.

ent crystalline drops of sound evoking his Gallic roots and
inspirations (Debussy, Ravel, Messaien). In the end, Ramette’s
compositions seem to be objects that exist in space rather
than in time.
Hélas, Mr. Ramette passed away last year and this album is a
salute to his memory, legacy, and artistic message.

I came to realize that although the man had studied with the
celebrated Swiss composer Arthur Honneger (Pierre Boulez
was also in Ramette’s class), Yves Ramette seemed to have
stayed in a place of his own and simply oblivious to criticism or the world around him and his aesthetic reminds me a
bit of the French painter Henri Rousseau. His musical vision
is a surrealists’ idea of fantasy with his fresh, naïve outlook
on the world anticipating the minimalist currents in vogue
now with composers like Phillips Glass but with more exotic
texture, almost Scriabinesque, and yet extremely transpar2

Yves Ramette
Ramette studied the violin with Robert Duforestel, the piano
with Lélia Gousseau and Lazarre Lévy, and the organ with
George Jacob. Under the able guidance of Eugéne Bigot, he
took lessons in conducting and orchestration. From 1947 to
1953 he was the director of courses as well as organ and notation classes at the Schola Cantorum in Paris.

Composer Yves Ramette (b. 1921) was born in Bavay, France,
where his father was the director of a school. From a very young
age Ramette was instinctively attracted towards music. When
he was seven years old he started learning musical notation as
well as to play the violin and the piano. At age fourteen, while
pursuing his secondary studies at the Beauvais Lycée, he also
began taking advanced lessons in harmony.

Named the “Maitre de Chapelle” and organ player at the Saint
Ferdinand de Ternes church in Paris, he resigned in 1990 following a disagreement with religious authorities on the discontinuation of the devotional music. He founded the mixed choir
“Voix Ardens” to promote the devotional and secular choral
music of the traditional romantic and modern maestros and
gave many concerts as the head of this choir from 1968-1987.

After finishing his studies in humanities, he entered the Conservatoire National de Musique de Paris to obtain training in harmony from Jacques de la Presle, and in contrapuntal and fugue
from Simonne Plé-Caussade. He also took lessons in composition
from Arthur Honegger at the École Normale de Musique de Paris
and was awarded first prize in 1945 with one of his early works.

Ramette became acquainted with the American pianist Eric
Himy at a concert in the mid 1990s. This meeting resulted in
a friendly and productive collaboration. Himy performed and
recorded number of his works, lending his prodigious technique
and sensibility to Ramette’s difficult compositions.
Ramette’s later years were spent devoting himself to composing music and he continued to practice the organ as well as his
favorite instrument, the piano. An avid reader, his preferences
ranged from Greek and Latin classics to Middle Age authors,
the great Classicists and Romanticists as well as historians. He
is the author of a book entitled “Grandeur et Décadence d’une
tribune” (Grandeur and Decadence of a Tribune).
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Ramette passed away in June 2012 and is survived by his wife,
Maryse Ramette. PARMA Recordings is proud to honor this exceptional composer’s legacy with this release.

Eric Himy, piano
Eric Himy’s playing has been
described by The New York
Times as “flawlessly poised,
elegant and brilliant.” His
compelling artistry has intrigued audiences around
the world. The Revue Musicale de Suisse Romande
compared him to the legendary pianist Vladimir Horowitz calling him “a sensual
gourmand of sound.” He has
played to critical acclaim in
the United States, Canada,
South America, Bulgaria,
Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, Malta,
Monaco, Morocco, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain,
and Slovenia. Himy has been heard most notably at Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center, Carnegie Recital Hall, The Frick Collection, The Phillips Collection, Teatro Amazonas, Salle Cortot
and Salle Gaveau in Paris and on NPR’s “Performance Today”.

Himy studied biochemistry and music at the University of
Maryland, and received a Master of Music degree from the
Juilliard School in New York, having studied with Thomas
Schumacher, Adele Marcus and Josef Villa. He was featured
on the cover of Clavier and in Musical Opinion. For the 20062007, 2007-2008 seasons he performed more than 70 concerts worldwide including Morocco where he performed two
concerts and was seen on National TV. Himy was invited by
the Bernstein family to celebrate the 90th anniversary tribute
to Leonard Bernstein in a Gala concert at the 2008 Lukas Foss
Music Festival in the Hamptons.

A Juilliard graduate, Himy began piano studies at age six, giving his first concert at age 10. He was guest soloist with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at age 15, and at 19 he made his
National Symphony Orchestra debut under Hugh Wolf going
on to win numerous competitions and awards including the
Gold Medal at the 1988 World Piano Competition in Cincinnati, the Kosciuszko Chopin Prize in New York, and top honors
in the 1991 Milosz Magin International Competition in Paris.

and at the Salle Molière in Lyons, France and Carnegie Hall,
NY. In 2012, Mr. Himy performed in Pietrasanta, Italy with
violinist Michael Guttman, cellist Wendy Sutter and baritone
Stephen Salters in an all-American program, which featured
some of Himy’s acclaimed Gershwin in Paris.

In 2010, Himy celebrated Chopin’s 200th Anniversary by
performing more than 40 concerts worldwide including an
appearance on MPR (Minnesota Public Radio) performing a
Chopin recital. He also gave several performances of the Chopin Piano Concerto no. 1, one notably at the 2010 Marienbad
Chopin Festival in the Czech Republic, and made his debut
at the Bayreuth Steingraeber Festival in Germany. In 2011,
Himy celebrated Liszt’s 200th Anniversary and performance
highlights were at the prestigious Teatru Manoel in Malta

His recordings include an all-Ravel CD for Ivory Classics
about which the BBC Music Magazine April 2003 wrote: “If
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you want Ravel’s two piano cycles, Miroirs and Gaspard de
la Nuit, I have no hesitation in recommending this. As for
the Miroirs, I have never heard the five pieces done better.”
Paul Turok of the New York Times wrote: “Pianist Eric Himy’s
name is hardly a household word among music lovers, but if
he plays other composers as well as he plays Ravel, it deserves
to be.” He also recorded the original manuscript version of
Rhapsody in Blue in an all-Gershwin CD which features brilliant Gershwin transcriptions of his own and those of Earl
Wild. Classics Today 2005 wrote: “ There’s no denying Himy’s
virtuosic flair, this is a fascinating disc.” His Schumann CD
was chosen by BBC Music Magazine as CD pick of 2007.
He has recorded 14 CDs, 3 DVDs and his website is
www.erichimy.com
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			 Quatre Esquisses (1943-1944)
1		 Dans les modes anciens
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5 Introduction & Scherzo (1943-1944)
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			 Trois Etudes (1988-1989)

6		 A Willem F. Strietman: Etude pour les accords et la sonorité 0:00
7		 A Genevieve Ibanez: Etude pour les intervalles
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8		 A Lelia Gousseau: Etude pour la main gauche
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			 Variations sur un Thème Original (1983-1985)
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19 Berceuse (2004)
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20 Les Elfes (1996-1997)
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